ISO    BRITAIN,    THE    WORLD,    THE    WAR    GOD

inventors are worthy perhaps of the same execration as all
the armament inventors of the world. Human nature could
Mil itself quite sufficiently fast in the Waterloo days and with
the Waterloo standard of arms. All the time and money spent
on modern guns and rifles is the most wicked waste that man
can imagine, and history will some day say so very forcibly.
Nevertheless the world has never been able to call
stop. Already are our lethal weapons of the World War
obsolescent. One of the striking things in the Dardanelles
was that the magnificent fleet assembled there was obsolete.
Its loss meant no great damage to our decisive Naval
power. The greater fighting strength lay in the powerful
squadrons of the North Sea Fleet. Yet to-day those
Leviathans, those marvels of human skill and execution
are themselves out of date. What will history say to that?
However, whether the conquest of the Air is going to
make the world one jot or tittle the better, is neither here
nor there. Airways and airplanes and air forces are here
to stay, and airman are very wonderful beings.

That being so how do we stand? In air armaments
despite the excellence, the daring, the prestige of our
airmen, we are in the air a fifth-rate power.

These are the figures from All the Worlds Aircraft.
France has 3,000 fighting planes, the United States 2,826,
Japan 2,200, Italy 1,507, Great Britain the power that
held up the civilized world in the World War has but
1,434, including her force in India, Egypt, Palestine and
Iraq, and barely 700 of them in Great Britain.

There is obviously no great chance of the powers agreeing to
abolish military planes. It is true this proposal was seat up
as a baton d'essai at the Disarmament Conference. It is true
that humanity and civilization would be infinitely better there-
for. But the world apparently just won't. It is possible
that in the hope that it would do so, our ministers may
wisely have postponed our starting our over-due increment.
It is true, too, that aeroplanes can be built a hundred